
Starting from scratch

Planning a new course or curriculum



● Align with the NZC 

● ‘Understand, Know, Do’ Framework

● Big Ideas and Significant learning of new NCEA 

change programme

● Topics/Contexts/Themes/Key areas of learning

● Learning Activities 

● Assessment Tasks

Designing a new course or curriculum



The cake ‘brief’ given to me by my 

4 year old daughter was:

● A chocolate cake
● Rainbow pink
● Unicorn theme
● Sprinkles
● Lollies in the Middle
● Be super yummy

A cake for a 4 year old



Planning Phase

Cake Design



Planning Phase - Cake Design



Planning Phase - Cake Design



Development Phase

Ingredients and Recipe



Development Phase - Recipe and Ingredients

Ingredients:

● Big Ideas

● Significant Learning

● Achievement Standards 

Information

● Explanatory Notes

● Assessment Tasks

● Assessment Specifications

● Key Areas of Learning

● Teaching and Learning activities

Recipe (templates):

● Course Overview or 

Outline

● Schemes of work/Unit 

Plan

● Lesson Plans

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LkoDa3TwaAneFcZ6ahNFxqZcqoINRD6rE_VIrSQ-Vbg/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_FSmZAHPr4ADgTzlmZ6ReADGC1uMWAuE-rsorLeQra4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mVyb8fy_eq0-6SWjHXgzI_WpMymp1MIWWJylKqaqnro/edit


Implementation Phase

Cake Decoration



Implementation Phase - Cake Decoration

Think Sprinkles and Candles………

● Resources

● ‘Go to’ lessons and activities

● Trips or practical learning experiences

● Universal Design for Learning - UDL



Evaluation Phase

Taste Test and Consumer Feedback



Evaluation Phase - Taste Test
“I only ate the icing” - Molly, 

age 4.



How are you going to design your cake?



Thank You!
Emma Davison dae@burnside.school.nz


